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Democrats Eliminate Dozens of Poison Pill Rider from
Defense, Labor-HHS, Transportation-Housing
Appropriations Package

Democrats successfully eliminated dozens of extreme partisan policy
riders President Trump and Republicans in Congress sought to attach to the
fiscal year 2026 Defense; Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education;
and Transportation and Housing and Urban Development appropriations
package.

These provisions would have prohibited access to abortion care and
reproductive healthcare services, eliminated gun violence prevention
research, allowed “junk health insurance” plans, taken away student loan
repayment options, singled out blue state infrastructure projects for cuts, and
undone worker protections against wage theft.
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