@ongress of the Mnited States
MWashington, DC 20515

April 7, 2017

The Honorable Rex Wayne Tillerson
Secretary of State
U.S. Department of State

Dear Secretary Tillerson:

We write today to express our serious concerns regarding the Administration’s decision to halt
U.S. support for the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

We agree with the Kemp-Kasten prohibitions surrounding United States foreign assistance, and
believe that U.S. funds should never support organizations that promote or perform coercive
abortions or involuntary sterilizations. These are gross human rights violations. However, the
Department’s Memorandum of Justification for the Determination Regarding the ‘Kemp-Kasten
Amendment’ fails to provide any evidence whatsoever that UNFPA violated the Kemp-Kasten
Amendment. In fact, the memorandum explicitly states that such evidence does not exist.

UNFPA does not currently support - nor has ever supported or participated in - the management
of a program of coercive abortion or involuntary sterilization. This finding was confirmed under
Secretary of State Colin Powell.! Your Memorandum confirms this finding, but also declares
that, solely by virtue of coordinating with China’s National Health and Family Planning
Commission (NHFPC), UNFPA somehow supports the country’s coercive policies.

Using this logic, any U.S.-funded entity that operates in a country in which the state is engaged
in human rights violations would be guilty of those violations itself. We believe this to be a lazy
assumption that will cost lives that could have been saved by aid agencies like UNFPA.

It appears there was no visit to UNFPA’s China program to make this determination. In 2015, the
last time the State Department visited UNFPA’s China Program, officials praised the work of
UNFPA’s Executive Board, saying, “Following a recent visit in June of this year by
representatives from the United States Department of State and the U.S. Agency for International
Development, it is evident that UNFPA’s activities in China continue to have a positive impact at
all levels of government.”?

UNFPA works in more than 150 countries to facilitate safe births, protect girls from child
marriage and female genital mutilation, and provide access to voluntary contraception for
women and men. In more than 100 of these countries, USAID does not operate a family planning
program, rendering UNFPA’s presence all the more crucial. UNFPA’s work is especially critical

"'The U.S. State Department. Review of UNFPA Program in China. May 29, 2002.
http://maloney.house.gov/sites/maloney.house.gov/files/documents/olddocs/UNFP A/unfpausreport.pdf
2 The U.S. State Department. U.S. Statement on UNFPA’s 8™ Country Program in China
UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS Executive Board. August 31, 2015.
http://statements.unmeetings.ore/media2/7650964/united-states-pm-.pdf
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in humanitarian crises. For example, during a single month in 2016, UNFPA supported more
than 10,000 childbirths within Syria — including more than 4,000 Caesarian sections.’

Given the vital importance of UNFPA’s work, and the absence of any evidence that UNFPA
violated U.S. law, we urge you to rescind the Department’s misguided determination. Doing so
will ensure that the United States remains a leader in supporting essential emergency responses
during health and humanitarian crises, as well as life-saving health care for women and girls.

We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Eliot L. Engel &Lours\a M. Slaught(n

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Diana DeGette Nita M. Lowey
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Cangress Member of Congress
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Ami Bera

Member of Congress .~
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Carolyn B. WMaloney ¢ Grace F. Napolitano

Member of Congress ber of Congress
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Eleanor Holmes Norton Ibio Sires
Member of Congress Member of Congress

3 The United Nations Population Fund. Regional Situation Report for Syria Crisis. Issue No. 45. May 31, 2016.
hitp://www.unfpa.org/resources/regional-situation-report-syria-crisis-45-1-3 1-may-2016




Bl Seoby—

Bill Foster
Member of Congress
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Adam Schiff
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Brian Higgins
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Member of Congress
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Katherine Clark
Member of Congress

Niki Tsongas
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress
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Linda T. Sanchez’
Member of Congress
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Judy Chw”
Member of Congress

Ben Ray Lufjan"
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congtess
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Scott H, Peters
Member of Congress .
Stzanne Fonamici

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Val Demings
Member of Congress
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Member of CongleSM\
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Member of Congress

Marcia L. Fudge . O
Member of Congress

Matk DeSaulnier
Membel of Congless

Mike Qulgley
Member of Congxess

Dina T1tus
Member of Congress
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Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Robert C. 'Bobt}&“ Scott

Member of Congress

Tim Ryan ,‘,U
Member of Congress
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Beto O’Rourke
Member of Congress
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Member of{Congress
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Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Ted Lieu
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Sean Patrick Maloney Ima S. Adams, Ph.D.

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress

A’ Donald McEachin ' Debbie Wasserman Schultz

Member of COHQ%ZTW Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Al Lawson, Jr.) Tony Carden

Member of Codgress Member of Qongress
en Bass

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

usan A. Davis
Member of Congress

CC: United Nations Ambassador Nikki Haley




