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A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE ADOPTION OF THE

SAVING OUR CHILDREN INITIATIVE AND SUPPORTING THE

YOUTH PROMISE ACT

WHEREAS the City is committed to youth violence

prevention with the adoption of the Saving Our Children

initiativei and

WHEREAS Saving Our Children is a collaboration of

Ci ty Departments such as the Norfolk Police Department Human

Services and Second Chances and in partnership with Norfolk

Public Schools to reduce gang related crime in the City and

intervene in the lives of youth before they reach the point of

committing a gang related crime or even joining a gangi and

WHEREAS the City has also created the Norfolk Gang

Prevention Taskforce bringing together key stakeholders such as

City Departments Schools Community Organizations and Faith

Based Groupsi and

WHEREAS pending in Congress is the Youth Prison

Reduction through Opportunities Mentoring Intervention

Support and Education Act Youth PROMISE Act sponsored by

Congressman Bobby Scott which would amend the Juvenile Justice



and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 and the Violent Crime

Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 and

WHEREAS the Youth PROMISE Act encourages evidence

based practices related to juvenile delinquency and criminal

street gang activity prevention and intervention that is needed

to help build individual family and community strength for

youth and

WHEREAS the Youth PROMISE Act establishes a PROMISE

Advisory Panel to assist the Office of Juvenile Justice and

Delinquency Prevention in

Assessing and developing standards and

evidence based practices to prevent juvenile delinquency

and criminal street gang activity

Collecting data in designated geographic

areas to assess the needs and existing resources for

juvenile delinquency and criminal street gang activity

prevention and intervention and

WHEREAS the Youth PROMISE Act authorizes awarding

grants to local governments to

Plan assess and implement PROMISE plans

and programs for juvenile delinquency and criminal street

gang activity prevention and intervention especially for

at risk youth in local communities
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Hire and train law enforcement officers as

youth oriented police to work with local PROMISE

Coordinating Councils other community based

organizations and high risk youthsi

Create and expand state local and tribal

juvenile witness and victim protection programsi and

WHEREAS the City supports the Youth PROMISE Act

because it provides additional resources to support the City s

Saving Our Children initiative and commitment to gang prevention

and interventioni now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Norfolk

Section 1 That the City Manager include as part
of her federal legislative program support of the

Youth PROMISE Act or any other such legislation which
would provide funding for programs related to juvenile
delinquency and criminal street gang activity
prevention and intervention

Section 2 That this resolution shall be in
effect from and after its adoption

Adopted by Council April 7 2009

Effective April 7 2009
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