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NAACP CALLS FOR PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION INTRODUCED TODAY BY CONGRESSMEN SENSENBRENNER (WI) AND SCOTT (VA) TO REDUCE OVER-CRIMINALIZATION
June 25, 2015
The NAACP today strongly urged the passage of the Sensenbrenner-Scott Over-Criminalization Task Force Safe, Accountable, Fair, Effective (SAFE) Justice Reinvestment Act of 2015.

“We strongly support the legislation being introduced today and recognize that it is the bi-partisan result of a long process and literally years of hard work to address a problem that is plaguing our nation and threatening our future,” said Hilary Shelton, the Director of the NAACP Washington Bureau and the Senior Vice President for Policy and Advocacy.   “The fact of the matter is that too many of our tax dollars are going to incarcerating non-violent offenders, and it is making us incapable of addressing a number of systemic problems.  We are spending money on ruining the futures of our young adults – money that should be spent on educating them, training them for future employment, or providing them with the support they need after getting out of prison or jail.”
Mr. Shelton went on to say that this was not a partisan issue.  “As you can see by the people here today, this is neither a partisan issue nor one which is solely supported by those left-of-center or right-of-center.  The Sensenbrenner-Scott SAFE Justice Reinvestment Act is common-sense legislation which is, and should be, supported by everyone.”
“We know that racial and ethnic minorities, and especially young African American men are disparately impacted by the current criminal justice system.  The result is that the residents of the neighborhoods and communities served and represented by the NAACP are trapped in a vicious cycle of crime, incarceration, and sometimes violence.  We need to break this cycle, and give all Americans an opportunity to progress and to become productive members of our society.”
Mr. Shelton concluded his remarks by praising Congressmen Sensenbrenner and Scott for their hard work on a difficult issue.  “To Congressmen Sensenbrenner and Scott, the NAACP offers our profound thanks and appreciation, for taking a hard look at what works in the states and for having he courage to apply those lessons at the Federal level.”
�





WASHINGTON BUREAU ∙ NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE


1156 15th Street, NW Suite 915 ∙ WASHINGTON, DC  20005 ∙ P (202) 463-2940 ∙ F  (202) 463-2953


E-Mail:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:washingtonbureau@naacpnet.org"�washingtonbureau@naacpnet.org� ∙ web address www.naacp.org








